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rpurely in obedience to the Father's command, in order to
.seek and find Him. He has further a desire to save the

-family needless expense in trying to find his whereabouts.

-He also wishes to inform his brother that his college fees
.remained unpaid, and that part of it (namely rupees two)
.has been left with the letter. All this is one side of the
shield ; the other side is spiritual. Here we note that the

-chief feature in Venkataraman's development is his
powerful faith in Iswara (God, the Father), " Arunachala,"
'who was calling him. The omission of this name must
'.be the result of the conscious or unconscious perception
.that it would betray his destination. The next feature
revealed by the letter may be regarded by some as its
most important feature and perhaps as the only one worth
mentioning. Even the most casual reader would note the
use of the term jg)gJ "This" in the letter. The opening
.sentence blurts out an "I". The individual consciousness
is then to the fore and clearly noticed by the reader. But
in the very next sentence, the philosopher's stone touches
.and transmutes the baser metal (the individual ego)
before the reader's eyes into the gold of an impersonal or
.expanded " I". The next phrase after " I " in the letter is
(TOT 5)a6uu@)n- ("My father "). Here leaps the blest ego
on to Heaven, asserting a son's right to visit the Father.
The baseness of the ego is immediately lost, and the sur-
vivor is the " Son of God.5' He is like his Father, a spirit,
.and not a " cunning cast of clay." The removal of
Dehatma buddhi (the idea "I am the body"), this dis-
appearance of the earth-stain from the writer, furnishes
the clue to the otherwise puzzling term (Jglgj "this" in
the following sentences. Reference is made by the
.enlightened soul of the writer in the second sentence, to
the journey to Tiruvannamalai; and in describing himgelf,